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clinics5 or * massage establishments', furnishing "nurses', etc.
The Press Commission appealed : " We would also urge upon
the publishers and editors the wisdom of passing on for investiga-
tion any advertisements which they receive and which in their
judgement are of this nature."11
Gandhiji did not believe that newspapers were to be published
at any cost. It was not money but service which was the motto.
He asked: '* Ts it necessary to conduct newspapers at any cost ?
Is the good that they do so great as to outweigh the evil that mis^-
chievous advertisements cost ?"
As in other fields Gandhiji had a constructive approach to this
problem as well. He did not believe much in the theory of imposing
something from above. He had faith in self-control and self-
restraint. He fervently hoped for a code of conduct amongst
journalists which could alone stop such mischievous advertise-
ments. He queried : " We have a Journalists' Association. Is it
not possible, through it, to cultivate the uniform code of morals
among them and create public opinion that would make it
impossible for a respectable journal not to follow the prescribed
code?"
Under the heading : * How to stop obscene advertisements \
Gandhiji wrote in the Harijan of November 14, 1936 :
" A sister, sending me a cutting from a well known magazine containing the
advertisement of a most objectionable book, writes :
"'The enclosed came under my eye when glancing over the pages of ....
I do not know if you get this magazine. I do not suppose you ever have time to
glance at it even if it is sent to you. Once before I spoke to you about the
obscene advertisements. I do wish you would write about them sometime.
That books of the type advertised are flooding the market today is only too true,
but should responsible journals like. . . encourage their sale ? My woman's
modesty is so utterly repelled by these things that I cannot write to anyone but
you. To think that what God has given to woman with intent for an express
purpose, should be advertised for abuse is too degrading for words. ... I
wish you would write about the responsibility of leading Indian newspapers
and journals in this respect. This is not the first by any means that I could
bave sent to you for criticism/
*" From the advertisement I do not propose to reproduce any portion except
to tell the reader that it describes as obscenely as it can be suggestive contents
of books advertised. Its title is * Sexual Beauty of the Female Forms' and the
advertising firm tells the reader that it will give away free to the buyer two
" Ibid., p. 101.
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